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WE DID IT!
What a week ! It has been a truly fabulous week in school - loads of fun, thoroughly enjoyable and completely exhausting!
Staff and pupils alike are now ready for a very well earned rest. We have enjoyed parties where the children have finally
been able to celebrate and play games with friends; we’ve worked together as a team to raise money for St John’s Hospice, having fun as we did so; we had a magical day on Wednesday with a delicious Christmas dinner and a visit from Father Christmas himself (not forgetting Jingle the Elf). We had a ‘virtual’ panto on Thursday so that we didn’t go without
this festive ‘must have’ and we rounded off our wonderful week this morning with a collective Zoom worship and the announcement of our Values Awards. It was our objective to make sure the children had a great last week in school without
COVID-19 compromising the Christmas fun and I think we have achieved it!
As we finish for Christmas, it’s a good time to pause and reflect on what has been achieved. The children have worked so
hard in class showing an abundance of enthusiasm and focus - we are so proud of them for that. We have got used to
different ways of doing things; using Zoom for collective worship, learning online if we’ve had to stay at home and respecting and accepting the distance we’ve had to keep between us all. I wonder how many laps of the school you parents
have accumulated since September - if you’ve dropped off and picked up every day, it’s a possible total of 288 times
around the school building! Despite all that, we are tired but still smiling on the last day of term. On January 4th we will
all return for another term of the same, but until then have a wonderful Christmas, however quiet it may be this year and
accept our thanks and gratitude for the support you have shown us this term. Merry Christmas and God bless.
FOOD BANK
I will be making one final trip to the foodbank
this weekend to take the donations we have collected this week in school.
Here is a photo taken of me
making our Overton St
Helen's family donation.
Thanks to all who contributed. The team at the Foodbank were very grateful.

REINDEER RUSH TOTAL
Thank you for your generous donations on Tuesday for St John’s Hospice. Altogether we raised
£298.68 which is a fabulous total. We will send it
to St John’s Hospice in the New Year.

A MASSIVE THANK YOU TO OSFA
We have to send a huge thank you this week to the fantastic team
of ladies that helped organise Wednesday's wonderful surprise for
the children, when Father Christmas dropped in and left pressies.
The surprise was funded by OSFA and was just one example of the
many wonderful ways OSFA enrich our school experience. The
OSFA Elves worked extremely hard collecting and wrapping presents and making decorations for the pupils to take home and they
deserve credit for their dedication to the cause. Abby Bargh, Claire
Jewitt, Catherine Curran and Alison Ainsworth are a never ending
source of energy and enthusiasm for the fundraising they do so
thank you very much ladies. School would be a less shiny place
with out you.
Perhaps this is the right opportunity to put a plea out for more volunteers to join the OSFA ranks. Please see any of these ladies if
you would like to know more - you will be most welcome!

REPORTING CASES OF COVID-19
A letter was sent home this week explaining what to do
should your child become symptomatic of COVID-19 over
the next couple of days. Please remember if this happens,
to email me at head@overton-st-helens.lancs.sch.uk in
order for me to inform anyone who may need to isolate. I
will be checking emails up to 4pm on Christmas Eve.
FACEBOOK POSTS
I hope you have all been enjoying our Facebook posts this
week, especially the videos of the Nativity and the Carol
Celebration. We were a little apprehensive of how these
would turn out, but I think the children did brilliantly. The
lovely thing is, you can watch them over and over again
now.
STARS OF THE WEEK
And finally, a very well done to Edith in Maple Class,
Joseph in Holly Class, Amelia and Jemima in Elm Class,
Alex and Maicy in Willow Class, Oliver in Beech Class
and Bethany and Katie in Oak Class
who are our ‘Stars of the Week for
showing an abundance of Christmas
spirit!
Have a fantastic Christmas everyone
and a peaceful New Year. May 2021
be a whole lot better than 2020!

LEARN TO RIDE - MAPLE CLASS
Please remember that on the first week back after the New
Year, Maple Class will be taking part in our ‘Learn to Ride’ sessions at school. Letters have already been sent home and
permissions given—don’t forget to send the children in suitable clothing with gloves to keep their hands
warm when they hold the handlebars.
If you haven't yet returned the permission
letter please do so on Monday 4th January
as this may stop your child participating.

DATES FOR THE DIARY
Here are some important dates to be aware of:
Sun 20th Dec: 4th Sunday in Advent
Mon 4th Jan: School re-opens after 2 week break
Tues 5th - Thurs 7th Jan: Maple Class ‘Learn to Ride’ sessions
Tues 12th & Wed 13th Jan: Year 5 Bikeability
Thurs 14th & Fri 15th Jan: Year 6 Bikeability
Mon 19th & Tues 20th Jan: Coram Life Education Van visit.
Fri 5th Feb: Willow Class Online Assembly
Fri 12th Feb: Elm Class Online Assembly

Week beginning Mon
4th Jan: Dinner Week 1

Our Values Awards this half-term were given for showing Patience. Here they are with their worthy recipients.

