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A RETURN TO NORMAL?
Yesterday, schools across England received guidance on how to implement a full return to school for all children in September. This is the good news we have been waiting for and now we look forward to September when all children will
be able to access school once more. The guidance is very long and sets out a clear set of rules and principles that
schools must consider as they write new risk assessments to ensure it is safe for a full return. With my trusty
highlighter in hand, I began to plough through it yesterday evening, making notes on the implications for us at St
Helen’s. Without having all the answers yet, it is clear to me that things will not be completely ‘normal’. Certain elements of our usual school routine will have to be compromised and emphasis will remain on keeping contacts to a minimum, however the clear message is that the transmission of COVID-19 has greatly decreased in the country and on this
basis, schools can resume in full. There will be the likely possibility that start and end times of the day will be staggered,
as will break and lunch times throughout the day. Autumn Term will be different to Spring Term as we begin to cautiously work towards resuming a full programme of activities by next Summer. There will be changes and amendments
to our routines as the year progresses and Autumn Term may be different to Spring Term and then Summer, but it goes
with out saying that we will rely on your continuing support, patience and trust in order to make this happen. Our top
priority in September will be to re-settle the children in to school life, keeping their wellbeing at the front of our minds
and addressing any wobbles or worries they have. It will be to settle our families back in to the school routine and give
you the support you need to get back to normal, facilitating your child’s full attendance in school. It will be to find out
how the children are, where they are up to and get them ready to learn again. Once we are settled, we will get our
sleeves rolled up and get stuck in to the task at hand. I can’t wait to see you all again in September!
VIRTUAL SPORTS DAY
One of the best days of our school year has to be Sports Day, and it was such a strange feeling to have missed out on it
this year—I can almost smell the bacon butties when I think of it. The children are probably wondering who would have
won our individual trophies for KS1 and KS2 boy and girl, and of course the big question is - which team would have got
the House Trophy this year?
Well, Mr Fletcher, the head of our Sports Partnership Programme has put together the challenge of a virtual school
sports day—you can find details by following the link https://lancashireschoolgames.co.uk/spar-lancashire-school-gamesvirtual-festival-30th-june/ . If you manage to have a go at home like we have done in school, take a video and upload on
social media with the hashtag #lancsgames20 and all the videos across the Lancaster and Morecambe district will arrive
at the same place. Lets see if we can get Overton St Helen’s featuring on it. Go Overton!

GOODBYE TO MISS WALSH
We have been extremely fortunate to have had Miss Walsh
with us for the last 18 months, covering first Mrs Harding’s maternity leave and then Miss Morson’s. Sadly though, it has now
come to the time when have to say good bye—Miss Walsh’s
last day with us and Holly Class will be Tuesday 14th July. I am
sure you will join me in thanking Miss Walsh for her hard work
at Overton St Helen’s - she has shown care, and commitment
to our Year 1 children who have benefitted from her positivity,
nurture and skilled teaching. We wish her lots of luck in her
future career and all our love and blessings go with her.
YEAR 6 LEAVER’S SERVICE
On Wednesday, our Year 6s watched the online Y6 Leavers’
Service from Blackburn Cathedral, led by key members and
clergy of Blackburn Diocese. It was a lovely service and one
that is still accessible on Youtube by searching ‘Year 6 Leaver’s
Service 2020: A Future Hope’. I sneaked into our Year 6
’bubble’ to watch it with them and enjoyed the time to sit, listen, reflect and say thank you for our Year 6s. In the service a
Bible reading from Jeremiah Chp 29, verses 11 –14 was read. I
would like to share that with you now - it may just strike a
chord.
“ For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans
to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and
a future. Then you will call on me and come and pray to me,
and I will listen to you. You will seek me and find me when you
seek me with all your heart. I will be found by you,” declares
the Lord”

FABULOUS DRAWING SKILLS
Whilst our pupils have remained at home, it is clear
that they have been working on their drawing skills.
Look at these fabulous drawings from Michael and
Dylan:

Fabulous work gents!
BUDDING SCIENTISTS!
Here’s a picture of a couple of young scientists getting
busy at home!
Keep up the
good work
guys!

BEWARE—MONSTERS!
I think there are monsters about in our Reception Class - our group in Maple have been hunting them down in Forest School,
making traps and completing some wonderful descriptive writing about what they may look like. Here are some pictures of
their adventures.

IT IS DEFINITELY LOVELY TO TALK
The teacher’s have continued to be busy making contact with many of our families at home this week. As I said in the last
newsletter, it is really good to make contact with you all. With only two weeks of the school year left, remember we are still
here at the end of an email if you wish to get in touch. To all those who remain at home, you have done a great job with the
home learning—keep going!
HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
Pupils who have been celebrating birthdays this week
are Emma in Maple Class, Reece in Elm Class, and Fran
and Finlay from Willow Class. We also had a special
staff birthday as Mr Curwen celebrated his 40th on Wednesday
too! I know - he doesn't look at
day over 39yrs and 12 months
does he! Next week, Noah from
Willow class will be celebrating
too. A very happy birthday to
you all from Mrs E x

WEEKEND CHALLENGE
Your challenge this week is to make the most of the weather.
“But Mrs Easthope - it’s going to rain” I hear you all cry. Well at
Overton, we never let a spot of rain stop us, so here are some
things you can do, out in the rain, whilst wearing your wellies and
a good waterproof coat!
Go on a rain hike, make a mud pie, or see how much rain you can
collect in a jar over a period of time.
Set up a sound station with old pots and pans, listening to the
sounds the rain makes as it drops on them.
Help out the worms—make sure they go back where they belong
once the rain has stopped.
Walk around barefoot on your lawn - with parents’ permission!

STAR OF THE WEEK!
This week’s star of the week award goes to a very special individual pupil who will not be returning to us in Y6 next year, but
moving on to Morecambe Rd School - we’ve not had chance to give you an Overton farewell, so this week’s star award goes
to you Henry.

