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MRS GLOVER 

Mrs Glover is fit and well but shielding at the moment, so 

we won’t be seeing her on the crossing for a little while 

longer. We wish her lots of love from us all. 

A FEW THOUGHTS 

It seems strange to think that exactly 13 weeks ago, schools across the country closed to the majority of their pupils as 

the country went in to lockdown.  Three months later we can reflect that it was a time of great tension and worry as the 

coronavirus gained momentum across our country.  However as things slowly return to some normality with shops re-

opening and more people out an about, the tension and worry still remains and we find it just as challenging coming out 

of lockdown, as it was going into it.  I am keenly aware that this worry extends to our children with much on the news 

lately reminding us of just how much schooling our children have missed and how ‘behind’ they have potentially be-

come.  I share these concerns too but the time to address this will be in September when I remain hopeful that all our 

children can return to school and we can get to work addressing their needs and teaching them what they need to 

learn.  For now, we need to keep reminding ourselves of the positives.  Perhaps we need to look at this from another 

angle.  Yes, COVID-19 has limited their school experience, but it has given them unique skills that no other generation 

will appreciate.  Be it now or when they are older, they will look back and reflect what these months were like and ap-

preciate the freedom and independence they have.  Perhaps they will be a little more resilient, as they have learnt to 

live in a compromised world for a while, and patient, having learnt how to go about life with care and consideration for 

others around them.  So let’s not think about what they have missed, but focus on what they have gained.  Let’s be 

proud at how they have adjusted and have trusted us to keep them safe.  They are truly wonderful individuals. 

SOCIAL DISTANCING AT SCHOOL 

Upon the return of our Year 6 and Year 1, as of next 

week, all our classes in school are full and we are una-

ble to welcome anymore children back to school be-

fore the summer.  Our class ‘bubbles’ are at capacity 

according to social distancing guidance and we cannot 

safely allow these to get any bigger.  Can I remind all 

parents of children who are already coming to school 

to continue to observe social distancing when drop-

ping off in the morning, following our one-way system 

around the outside of our building and waiting in the 

allocated collection zones at picking up time.  The sys-

tem has worked very well so far, but will be put to its 

test when we have the maximum amount of children 

we can have returning to school next week.  Many, 

many thanks for you co-operation. 

BERTIE BEAR SAYS “HELLO, MAPLE CLASS!” 

Our members of Maple Class 

will be glad to hear that Bertie 

Bear is keeping busy learning 

lots of new things at the Stokes 

household.  He has spent his 

time in lockdown at James’ 

house and has been learning to 

bake!  He sends his love and a 

big ‘hello’ to all his friends in 

Maple Class and hopes you are 

all keeping busy too. 



RSE POLICY 

I am pleased to let you know that a draft of our new Relation-

ships and Sex Education Policy and Framework is now on our 

website.  I would like to encourage you to have a read and pass 

on your thoughts to us by completing the online survey.  We 

are keen to collect parent responses and take these into con-

sideration when finalising the policy.  This area of learning will 

be a high priority on our return to school in September, allow-

ing us to focus the children on re-forming relationships with 

each other and develop their understanding of the changing 

world around them.  You will receive a text later today with a 

link to the survey, or alternatively, follow the link here. Many 

thanks. https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/XB3DNG2  

BAKING BUG 

The nation has definitely been gripped with the need to 

bake during the last three months!  I’ve received lots of 

photos of pupils at home 

baking the most delicious 

looking things.  Here is a 

picture of an amazing look-

ing tray bake that Charlotte 

in Willow Class made last 

month.  It’s a pity I couldn't 

sample it charlotte! 

Our Y6 group in school have 

also been baking this week, 

making their own packet of 

biscuits.  The recipe is below for you at home to have a 

go at, but how about making your own packaging for 

your biscuits too.  Here’s 

a picture of Rachael’s 

biscuits with packaging - 

and they look fab!  It’s an 

easy recipe so why not 

give it a go! 

 

Chocolate Cookies 

1/4 cup marg, 2 tbsp oil, 3/4 cup sugar, 3-4 tbsp water, 

pinch salt, 1/2 tsp baking soda, 1 cup flour, 1/3 cup  

cocoa. 

Cream the marg, oil and sugar with 1 tbsp water until 

light and fluffy.  Add dry ingredients to the mix and 

combine. Grease a baking tray and form up to 24 balls 

from the mixture. Bake for 10 mins at 200 C, allow to 

cool and eat! 

LANCASHIRE BIG SING 

As many of you will know, Elm and Beech classes were meant 

to take part in the Lancaster Music Festival in March but this 

didn't happen (for obvious reasons). We are pleased to an-

nounce that Lancashire Music Hub have been determined to 

bring together as many voices as possible in these challenging 

times and are hosting a ‘Virtual’ Big Sing next Thursday, 25th 

June. Anyone can access this at home by going to 

the Lancashire Music Service YouTube channel. https://

www.youtube.com/channel/UCaqUp4U-nRx4TKySuopLXpA 

There are warm up videos and 5 songs to sing along to and 

learn before the big day. It isn't just for those children in Elm 

and Beech - everyone can join in which makes it a great family 

activity.   

Some children in school will also be taking part in the Virtual 

Big Sing and it would be lovely to think that we are all singing 

together!   

MORE Y2 and Y3 ILLUSTRATIONS 

Mrs Ingham’s group have been at it again illustrating in the style of Rob Biddulph this week.  This is an idea taken from the 

home learning resources so why not have a go yourself, like William Stokes, who produced a fab version of himself at home.  

William’s is the one on the left.  Can you spot who the others are? 

 



LOVELY TO TALK 

The teacher’s have been busy making contact with many of our families at home this week.  It’s been really good to catch up 

with everyone and they have enjoyed having conversations with the children too.  Remember, we are here or at the end of 

an email address if you need some advice or support.  New home learning resources including some new maths ideas will be 

posted this weekend to keep you going next week.   

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

Pupils have been celebrating ‘lockdown’ birthdays this week in-

cluding Mia and Theo in Willow Class and Oliver in Oak class.  I 

hope you had a good day guys.  Next week, Gracie from Maple 

class, Bobby from Holly class, Henry 

from Elm, Maicy from Willow and Sam 

from Oak will also be celebrating birth-

days.  Have a great day folks and don’t 

eat too much cake! We also celebrated 

Mrs Wigginton’s birthday this week—I 

won’t tell you how old, but it was a 

‘special’ one! Lots of love to you all x 

WEEKEND CHALLENGE 

Whilst catching an episode of Springwatch on TV last 

week, there was a feature on different types of bees 

that can be found in gardens in the UK.  It reminded me 

that last month, 20th May, was World Bee Day and 

there are actually over 270 different species of bee in 

the UK alone.  Your weekend challenge is to see if there 

are any plants in your gardens that attract bees.  If 

there are, carefully have a look and see if you can spot 

different types of bees on them.  Don’t touch 

them though! I counted five different kinds 

on just one plant in my garden last week.   

STAR OF THE WEEK! 

Attached on the next page is a piece written by a head teacher colleague, along the same lines as my thoughts ay the begin-

ning of the newsletter.  Our children are definitely the Greatest Generation.  The star of the week award is for them. 



This Generation 

I hear people talking about our children as The COVID Generation. The unlucky ones, the kids 

who are missing out, the pupils with even bigger gaps in their learning, the students who won’t 

have qualifications because they didn’t sit a test. 

Why do we choose to find the negative and use that to define our youngsters? Why do we want 

them to grow up with a stigma; an excuse to never succeed or a ceiling on their dreams? 

Here’s what I have seen from the young people in my care since the lockdown: 

I have seen children who show no limit of care and concern, not for themselves but for their 

mums and dads who work in care homes and the NHS.  Care for their teachers who set them 

learning while they’re in school working with the vulnerable and becoming vulnerable them-

selves. Most of all I see care for each other as they check in on their friends, missing playing out 

together. 

I have seen kids who are struggling with schooling in isolation pull themselves out of their learn-

ing hole and produce work they didn’t think they were capable of. Kids who have shown resili-

ence and a growth mind-set because we couldn’t be there to jump in and help but had to en-

courage from afar and let them become truly independent. 

I have seen pupils who have found things tough but stuck at it because they were determined to 

show their mums and dads, their grannies and grandads their pieces of art, their best hand-

writing or record themselves reading a story. 

I have seen videos and photos of children lost in the flow of an activity. So engrossed in planting 

seeds, in reading for pleasure or learning to play the piano that they haven’t noticed when they 

were being filmed. 

I have heard about children connecting with each other over WhatsApp, Zooming with staff 

members and playing online games with grandparents. Using the internet to connect, learn and 

have fun. Reminding each other how to be safe and kind and respectful. 

This generation are so much more than The COVID Generation. They are the Creative Genera-

tion, The Resilient Generation, The Compassionate Generation. 

Please, reframe your words.  

Let us rejoice in our amazing children and their experiences and build on them to help them 

be The Greatest Generation. 

 


